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CUMMINGS,

laborers rank among the first in numbers in
insane hospitule, nod says it may be traced
direatly “to jooessant eare, mnxioty and
worry, and too little recrontion,” Ltis to be
fenred that this in too true,

Measrn, T, K. Bliss & Sons, 34 Barklny
streot, Now York, issue the Gardener’'s Al-
manao and abridged catolugua of garden,
ficld and fower seeds, for 1870, & handsome
volume of 110 pages, containing smong
other interesting matter a useful oalondar of
farm and garden work, tegather with price
lint secds, Messrn Bline send ur also ontas

" Dr. A. M, Dickie of Doylstown, Pa., has
nocepled the position of supervisor of poul-

try at the centennial,

The lﬂam:l’autun; and agen;a at the

West of front and rear cut mowing-mnehines,

are having a lively fight over the compara.
tivo safoty of thoir respestive machines, and
bave produced a prodigious erop of lies,

— W — b

Dr. Cook mude an entomologionl exhibi-
tion st the centtal New York poultry show at
Utiea. There wore bugs that ho paid thirty
dollars each for. There isu't a bug in Wind.
sor county that couldo’t be bought for five
dollars,

L. B. Arnold states that the butter or fat
globules in milk contain eighlecn or twenty
por ount of water. When the arterial
blood becomes deficient in fat globules
through the poverty of the cow they beoomo
filled with water, e had examined those
which eontained no il

The Fancier's Journal is of the apinion
that in feeding fowls we should follow eloser

to the babits of pature, instoad of giving the | Y*'Y injurious to the fowls.

food in such way that it will be bolted down
in & mass, as is ofven done. 1t s the natu-
ral habit of poultry lo roam about all day
in searoh of food, seratchiog for worms and
chasing bugs,

- - .
The Massachusetts Ploughman says »
maple troe twenty-five years old will yield
on the average ten pounds of sugar. Ouve
bundred and sixty troes being allowed to the
nore, the sugar crop for an orchard of that
size, would yield at present prices 8478 un.
ouslly., Divido tho yield by ten for trees
of that age. Would it not then be bigh?

We have from tho Ames Plow Co., Quinoy
Hall, Boston, and 58 Beckman stroot, New
York, price list of everything needed oo a
farm a [rom borse-powerand threshing machine
down to the smallest imploment that is used.
This establishmeat is the largest of the kind
fo Now Koglaud, aud perhaps o the country,
and their facilities for supplying farmers
are unsurpussed.

- ——

Profemsor Stockbridge says that to 20
bushels of wood nshes use 50 pounds of sul-
phate of ammonia and yeu have for six dol-
lars [these materinls cannot be bought for
wix dollars] » top-dreasing tor an acre of pea-
ture that will last for three or four years
In absence of ashes use 180 pounds sulphata
of ammonia, 70 pounds muristo of potash
aud 100 pounds of good superphosphate, all
to be mixed together.

—_—— .

Alexander Hyde says in the New York
Times, “we had supposed with the loss of
the Curter, the prince among polatoes was
dead, but the Snow Fluke seoms equal to the
Carter. The nawe is indicative of its nature.
1t is white, light and as templing as the new
fullen soow.” This is a8 good & notice as a
potato needs.  When it is added that it is
bardy and very productive there
nothiog more to be suid.

The farmers of Poultaey take commend-
ahle interest in tho improvement of horses,
and are using the best blood for that pur-
pose. A recent public exbubition of eolta
and fillies undor ene year old alicited o good
attendance and interest. The first prize for
colts was awarded to Dr. Blisa' brown coll,
by Blackstoune, he by Rysdick's Hambleto-
nian, The first prize for fillies was awarded
to F. M. Moseley's bauy, by Daniel Lam-
bert, dam by Parinh's Hambletonian,

- — -

Mr. B.J. Stone of Waeathoro, Mass,,
pteams food for oattle, feeding morning and
night, with dry kay st uoon. The cost of
keeping 16 yearlings and two-year-olds and
17 mileh cows is §4.00 or loss than 12§ eonts
each por day, reckoniog hay at §20 por ton,
corn fodder and straw at 810, It is eati.
mated by discersing farmers who have vis-
ited his place that he makes a saving of OO0
per cent. Hin oows yield a wmuch larger
quantity of milk,

in

.- aad

Alexander llyde says in the New York
Times that lettuce plasts should be placed
eight or ten inckas apurt in the row, and
every alteruate plant cut out when partially
developed, to give the rest room to expand,
The custom in farmer's gardens, is to sow
the need #o thoy will staud as thick as grass,

Cabbages abound in flesh-forming material, |

Bix centa cannot be invested 50 as to supply
n greater amount of nutriment to a family
than in the purchase of a cubbage head, It
i too hearty to be eaten freely by peoplo of
sedentary habita,

B YT

The Boston Qultivator insinuates that our
languago is oot “eleguut,” because we said
it vpicks up” Mr. Cheever's assertion that
ten varietion of grass io s pastare will pro-
duce more feed than one. Horry to offend
our learned contemporary’s elegant and eulti-
vated taste. Perhaps midoight rosearches
in the worm eaten pages of Columells sud
other ancients snd bair-splitting gymoastio
coufliots with modorn writers have not lef}
time for the discovery that thero is some.
thing more important thao ‘clegance” io
sgrioultars! literature. Brother Wotherell
sticks lo the opinion that blue grass pustures
in Massachusetts aod Vermeot afford more
feod than those stooked with o warioty of
grasses, It has never besn our good for-
tune to see such  pasture; their existence
may be cemmon, but is believed to be ex-
ceptioual.

logue of potatoos for seed, with handsome
illustrations of the mew choise yarieties, and
list of premivms (amounting to 8700) offered
by them for potato orop grown from their
soed,

The very best rq:mvl. we have over meon

will happen in the best vegulated families,”

For the VExsowr Fanumm.

We Should Prosper Better if we had
our Trade Well Learned.

I would oot intimate that we are ignormnt
of all that pertaion to our business, yet there
in too muoh ignorance snd too few teachars
of the best way.
uow the settlers had seorets in wood-araft
that aided them, such as conl-burning, shin.
glo and baskel making, eoopering, making
milts or potash, and they had & skill in olear-
ing land that in » great degreo lightened
I do oot plend for s renewal
of the lost arts ; they have passed by,
naw hava lands eleared, and & soil to work
upon, and it is tilled in seetions ncoording o
the inflaonce of & fow loading miads.

Whon the country waa

We

A

Mirengo, Heury county, 111, Last year ho
milked winely cows and they gave, on an
average, 7,300 pounds of milk (the equiva-
lent of ubout 3,440 quarts), and prodused
three hundred and fourteen and a half
pounds of butter per cow. His cows come
in in the fall, avd are fod one and one-hall
tous of corn meal each io the year and all
the early cut hay and eorn stalks they would
eat. The batter sold for thirty-cight cents,
making » return of §110.51 per cow. His
cows are natives and grades picked up among

farmers.
e e

(3. W. Nighols writes to the Fanoier's
Journsl that lime, sulphur, coal oil or to-
baceo npplied to fowls or their vests or quart-
ers ave ineffeatusl for destroyivg lice, and
Iis romedy,
whioh he says vever fuils, is to wash the
fowls in tepid water with a littlo soap.
When dry take lard or il and rab them
thoroughly under the wiogs, ou the head
and st the root of the tail, and fumigate the
poultry-house with a pound of sulphur
poured into a hot irou pan or pot. The
fumes are a deadly poison. Hapeat in »
fow days to kill those hatohed trom nits,
anud the job is eomplete.  We can commend
this system of treatment except the washiog
which is incffectual and useless.

@ —

The Amerioan Agriculturist says the liver
fluke is the most destructive parasite whiok
nffects the sheep. 1t is oval in form, coni-
eal at tho head nnd flattens toward the other
oxtremity. It is highly organized and sub-
sists on the bile. It causes death by obstruot-
ing the gall ducts, having enfered the liver
from the stommch. It is taken with the
food oropped in low, wet land. The dis-
ense is known as the liver rot. The sheep
sulers Grst from jaundice which gives the
oyes and ekin s yollow eolor, and the sheop
futten rapidly. The tallow will have s yel.
low look, Ino ashort timo the sheep fhils,
The skin and eyes beeome white and blood.
less, u watery tumor forma under the jaw,
the abdomen is eniarged from dropsy, the
wool bocomes harsh and easily parts from
tho skin and the sheep dies, & rolten masa.
They are widely distributed amoog the shoep
of America. When tho usaal red color &t
the eorner of the eyes and under the eye-lid
appears look vat for thin disease,

How to Set Hens,

(i, W. Niehols of Spriogfield, Ohio, writes
to tho Fancier's Journal not to let bens [fol-
low the impulse of nature in selecting nests,
but to let art modify and control the natural
instinot,
First, Have coops to set them apart from
the laying stock. They are free from aoe
noyanse to or by others, can be fed and con-
fined,
Hecond. Remove the bottom snd one end
of a box and reat it oo the ground for nest,
Take an old knife and lower the earth in
box, and mix it with clean wood ashes aod
sawduat, the latter wet with & weak solution
of earbonie aeid. Pack it sround the sides
of the box to make the npest bowl-shaped,
Line it with fino hay enough te simply cover
the earth, Pack thorowghly, aod it is ver-
mwin prool. Put in two or three nest eggs
and have plenty of food, water, gravel, nuhes
or dust, eta., in the coop where she can get
it. Shut her in the eoop, 1If she doss not
go on the pest put her on the first night,
I'ut the egge under the next wmight. KEzam-
ine the ogge every fow days, remove broken
ones, wash the others and recoew the bay,
Mot importaot sre minor mattors aod o few
things you should not do.

1o not make the nest funnalshaped, but
bowl shaped. I it is funvel-shaped the hen
canuot turn the eggs, and the upper or out-

lower ones,
even if it does not hold quite so many.

of what he says?
oconter ones]. Have the nest free from pob-

bles aod bits of chareoal.

hateh.
n siogle louse on her.
have & family.

mediately,

hen in tursing them briogs thom to the out
side,

for the busipess,
Navar pull s hen off her neat.

death to many a ohiok,

of & large dairy is that of Isrmel Bois of

side ones will crowd against and orush the
Have the nest full dowd zhape

[Doos mot the writer mean just the reverss
Ina “bowl shaped most
the outside eggs must lie partly upen the

Never grease the hen balfore or while net-
ting, to kill vermin, Greaned eggs will not
Never set & hen if you ean diseovor
That louse will soon

Nover put a nest full of eggs in & strange
piace aod expeet any hen to brood them im-
Let her have n day or so mo-
quaintanee with the vest ond its surround.

Nevor erowd a nest with doarse straw, put
in any shape, snd oxpect » favorable result.
Never give a hen more thau aho ean eover.
Thae entiro lot will in time bo chilled, as the

Never burry mattors, and attempt to sob
» hen wotil she is broodiog, and fully ready

Lift her
carefully by passing your hund under her—
oggs are oggy, and the rough bandling of
the sotting bes bas brought on untimely

Last but pot Joast: Dou't oount your

middle-aged farmer can remember the grad-
ual change that hus come over his neighbor.
hood since his boyhood days.

L waa oot conscious of my ignorance of the
mothods of gaining a living from the soil un-
Ul I wan far past my days of apprenticeship.
I find about towos and oities the bost places
whero men get 880 or 8100 & month, sre
Glled by foreigoers, mostly Eoglish or SBeotoh,
I am vot qualified to take their places, and
among all my Vermont aequaintancos 1 can-
not eumber six that 1 eould recommend,
The place of & Mr. Hunnewell of Wellesley,
pear lloston, haw seveuty.five nores of
grounds with troes, lawne, views, hedges,
flowers, fruit, vogetables, hot-houses, terru-
ces and ponds. It waslike enchanted ground.
In the beautiful city by the sea, Newport,
the places are many where the soil prodgces
the rarest beauty and profit under skiliful
haods. Isit for your boy or mine to be
ablo to have charge at Maitland's, Bolmont's,
Waring's, or & hundred other pinces? Walk
away among the horny-handed farmers, sud

sea aores of strawberries or vegatables; oan

our sons take obarge hare? This is not fancy
farming, whore money is paid out to satisfly
n whim ; it is the way they pay expenses aod
make money. BSome of these same plain
farmers can show you their hiot-houses whore
all winter lettuce, eucuwbers and some com.

won thiogs are grown out of their season,
because they mell well, and in spring the
beds are fall of developing plants ready for
the open ground at the earliest moment, and
in early summer dollars are ocoined for men
who earn them by intelligent labor.

Hon, K. D. Mason of Richmond loft hs
home, and speut days and dollars among the
cheeso makers of New York state, and the
cheese sellers of New York city, and almost
doubled his income by what he learned.

An item reports a farmer in New Hamp-
shire, who visited the schools of agriculture
in France, Germany snd other places, came

home, and excelled all his neghbors in the
amount of his productions aud his income,

I am told that & young man snd woman,

both graduates of the lowa agricultural eol-

lege, married and hired & farm, The papers
ridiculed the idea, Ses your gradustes ou a
hired farm! They bore the motice, and in
tho fall published the balanse sheet, and
showed that knowledge had enabled them to
make o good income. They continue pros-
peroualy in practical agriculture or, if you
please, “‘practioal farming," aod
their neighbors,

As boiliog saites, shingle and basket mak.
iog bave passed by as auxiliaries to farm.
ing, sod teaming sud lumbering are passing
by, and systems aro ochanging, there is im-
perative need that great effort be made to
teach youog farmers the farmer's trade with
its advanced forms and mothods,

The gravge can aid in this by investigat.
ing and discuming. Tako your boys and
girla to the grange or to the board of agri.
culture meetings, to fairs, to the bomes of
nurserymen, fruit men, florists, gardevers,
poultry men, bae men, fish men, fancy stock
men aud faney butter mon; give them a
chance to learn this great and comprehensive
trade. %. B. Janmsox,

excel

For the Vanvonr Fapusn,

Weather Probabilities.

Man oalla himsel [ » Lord of ereation,” and

yet is absolutely dependent upon all the

oaprices of the weather, He might with

greater troth eall himsoll' thy slave of the

atmosphere, His tempor, ns woll as health,

and fortune, are alike subjects to this despatic

power. Every change [o the stmosphore,

while it brings joy to sowme, brings sorrow to

othora. As we peruse history we find the
destiny of uations has often dopended upon
soms unoxpeoted viclmitude of the weathor,

The sigoal office of the war department is
doing much to aid the people of our country
in gaining an understandiog of metsorologioal
forces, and to overy post office i the land,
that has a daily mail, their bulletin of the
weather is furnished freo, and & [rame to
hang it up in for the benofit of all, This is
doue for the bonefit of mgrioulturo, and a
person readiog these bullotine will frequently
notice the progress of storms days before
they burst upon us, sed l5 thus eosbled to
propara for them. The Hindoos have their
raln gods, the Soutk Bes lslanders their
wind conjurers, and the Nogroes of Alriea
their rain dootors, and previously we had
our woather almanacs, sud our Hersohel's
westhor tables, one just as good as auother,
Not wany yoars ago that celebratodierschel's
woather table which Horschel never saw,
was considered almost infllible, and Thoway'
slmauno quite so, but all enlightaned peopls,
unless some whose age has outgrown woi-
ence, discard them, For the last 30 years
- | our storms have taken plaoe without regard
to moon's quarters. We bave had 2068storms,
divided as follows: At pew moon UGUO;
first quarter U04 ; fall moon, 608 ; laal quar-
ter 670, This shows very plaiuly that the
moon has nothing to do with storma, If the
genarally received ides were trus what lit-
tle differenco thero is goes directly sgainst
it. The trath is that the meon has wo little,
if sy influcnoe, upon the weather that men
bave uever fuuod out which way it is, sud 1

rain and wind dootors, and Hindoo gods bavs
Jjust as mush to do with the woathor as this
weather tablo, and oo more. The barometer
in the hands of those who will watch ita wa-
rintions, is another valuable wid. A rise
from any poiot in the tube indicstes improve-
ment in the wenthar, and & fall from any
point indicates storm, acdording to the
amount of the rise and fll, If it falls rap-
idly it indioates wind, if slowly rain; if it
in quite low and then falls rapidly, say one.
fourth inob, it indiostes wind, with what i
termed & elearing up shower. The wsual
rango in this seotion is as follows: At 30
inches, vory Muir dey weather ; 20§ inches,
settlod wonthor; 20§, fino woathdr ; 29, va-
riable weathor ; 28§, rain and moderate wind ;
28}, much ralo and wind ; 28, violent temp-
ast. This, howaver, is intended for & guide
and not absolute certainoty, and elovation of
more or loss than ove thousand feet would
change the fgures, but not the rabge, a8 one
tenth inch of this barometric column answers,
vory nearly to one houdred feet in altitude.
In other words should you earry your bar
ometer up  hill one hundred feet high, it
would fall oue teath of an inch for that ale-
vation, Bot all do not posséss barometers,
#0 as there are other signs of rain as well as
fair woather, I will state a fow most easily
observed. Rain may be expected when the
sun riscs pale, or when aftor setting clouds
ascand o the part of the sky from whence
the wind blows. A red morniog sky is
usunlly followed by min. A red evening
sky by fair weather. For 20 years the
probabilities in these onsos as true, inve been
as ten to one, This proves the old aduge
Will bring down raln upos Iﬂ“an“
was founded oo fact. When the meon is
pale in color, with horns bluot at fiest rising,
the stars seeming large, dull and pale, with
no percoptible twinkle, or if eneompassed
with & cirele, it indieates an ncoess ol moisture
in tho atmosphere and probable rain. IF
mista are attracted hy tops of hills or moun.
taing after olear weather, expect rain in o
day or two. Iu dry weather il mists ascend
from woodland or water higher than usunl in
the morning, look out for immediste rain,
but if such mists appear after sunset or be-
fore munrise, it dowotes fair snd warmer
weather the next day. 1fthe rain commences
v hour or two before sunrise the clouds will
probably be dissipated by the heat of the sun,
sud it will clear up before voen. If it com-
menees &n hour or two after suntise it will
be likely to rain all day. A bright moon
with sharp horos, or sharp definition if full,
wind shifting north ; » sky full of bright
twinkling stars, swall clouds st north aud
vove at south, and perhaps appearing in
heaps, denote colder weather. Tho same
with clouds and wind shifting south indicate
warmer weather, The westher prognostios
derived I'rom the spimal kingdow are often
more to be relied wpon than mavy people
imagine, The lassitude and indofinable snx.
iety of nervous individuals before a thun.
dar storm, the ahooting paing in old wonnds
or scars, the aching and pricking of ehil-
blaios and corns, the attacks of hosdache
or rheumatisw, when s cobsiderable change
of the weather is about to take place, entitle
many seusitive persons to be ealled living
buromoters, But I will not trespass lougor
on your columon to-day but more anon,
H. A. Curnixo.

— - -

Quality of Apples.—Choice Varieties.

Mr. 8. E. Todd said at & meeting of the
New York Farmurs' club, tbat the standard
by which the quality of ao spple is judged
conxista of the taste sod flaver .of certain
apples which have been [Ironnunl:ﬂl by pomo-
logists to be the best, Best represcots the
neme of excellence in superior tasts and in
aromatic flavor. The antithesis of best is
represented by poor, or very poor, Botwaen
theso two staodurds thero are other stan-
durds, such aa fair, good, very good, good to
best and almont best. By common agree-
ment, the Newtou pippin, the Hsopus Spitsen-
burg, Harly Joe, King of Tompkins County,
Wagoner, Peck’s Pleasant, and somo other
variaties have been designated ss the best,
as for taste and aromatio flavor. Lf one
smells and tastes & Nowton pippin at a period
when this variety isin its best season, he
will be able to understand what coustitutes
the highest standard or best, when judging
of the quality of any variety of apples. The
Northern Bpy is judged to \rur{mgood to
best, The Famease is almost best. The
Ied Winter pippin, Red  Astrachsn, Ben
Davis, Swaoar, Farly Harvest, and some
others aro ravked as good to very good.
The Baldwiu, Rbode Island Groening, Yel.
low Boll Flower and Wine S8ap are ranked
ns vory good. The white Astrashan and
Hod Winter Calville are ranked s poor
apples.  From poor, the gradution declines
to vary poor, worthless cider spples, whioh
neither man nor beast will sas unless halt
famished. Now, if one desires to detormine
whetlier an applo i one of the beat varielics
or not, let him prooure a few Newton pippius,
or Faopus Epitsenburgs, when these varieties
uro at their best season, and thea compare
tho taste and flayor of hik fruit with the
taste and flavor of the varicties named,
A compotent judge of tha qaality of an apple
must be posseased ofan edaocated taste nud edu-
duted olfactories, Pomologists rely quite as
much on the sense of pwell ns taste when
testing fruit.  If a score or more knowa vari
ctien of good and best apples wore mingled
with inferior varities, nud all wore placed in
& dark room, it would not be diflicuit to se-
loet every ane of the good varieties, and idso.
tify them all correctly, simply by the taste
and smell. With only my limited experi-
enoo with apples, 1 feol confident that 1
eould do this witbout making one mistake.

- —_ -

How o Goop Fausien Qosrosrs Maxuiin,
—Wae do believe in compostiog in our way
of dolng it. We use just enough dry earth
in our stables every day to absorb the urine
from the nnimals, and resder the whole in &
suitable condition for hsodling with wsix-
tined wanure forks, Twice every day the
stablos are olesned sod the manure sod sabu-
rated woil go down into the oullar below,
protty thoroughly mized. Hera it remsiue
till peeded on the fields whore it in drawn
without iotermediate handliog. After it in
spplied to the land it is compoated ver
thoroughly by repeated oultivation in the soil,
This, in & fow words, is our dootrine for com.
posting.  Vermonters should huve more baro

oellurs,

Mr. Conrad Wilson of New York oity
offars premiums for corn te ba exhibited at

the ial, the detsils of which will be
givon o a sircular to bo isued soon by him,
The obiject is to test the pomibilities of our

groat nationnl cereal, Iudisn Corn, in regard
to the fellowing pofuta :

1st. The largest sttainable product of
sholled oorn, by weight, from a single grain,

2, The largest attaioable product of
shelled earn, by weight, from sue ncre,

34, The lowest attainable cost per bushel
for helled corn,

4th, Tho largest attaipable product of
pork from one bushel of corn,

fth. The largest attainable produst of
butter from one bushel of com.

Gth. An experiment in corn culture to test
the theory of I'rof. Btockbridge, A formu-
Inof this experiment will bo given in the
cir gular,

e L8 Sl o

Qonstruetion of Barns,

A correspondent to the New York World
writes ;.

+ That manure whioh is kept undor cover
till oarried to the fleld is much more valua-
ble than that which is exposed to the wun,
wind and rain, has been proved by numerous
cxperiments ; yot farmers will so construct
their barns that their stable mavure must be
thrown out of doors where much of Its plant-
lood is destroyed and loat, That the liquid
manure of aoimals in worth nine-tenths as
much sy the solid is admitted by good judges ;
yot farmoers will so constraet their barns that
from one<hall to the whole of that masure iy
loat.

That there is much hard work ona farm
and pot a little thut is dissgreeable, every
farmer knows ; yet farmers will so constraet
thoir baros that there will be more of both
than there need to be. That it is uohealthy
to live partly or wholly under ground, noods
o argument to prove ; yet farmers will so
construot their baros that their cows must
thus live most of the time that they are fed
in the stable,

Wherens, if farmers would so construet
their barns with a cemented cellar or base-
meot under the stables for manure, thal
would then be kept undor cover iill wanted,
and conld be deawn out whenever convenis
ent, all the liquid manure would be saved,
the stable could be more thoroughly cleaned
in one-fourth or one-third the time and with
mach less hard, dissgresable work than it
woild b to wheel the manure into the yard,
avd could be dove just ms comfortably in
slormy ns in fnir weather, nud their cows
would have s dry, healthy stable,

To wheel the wanure of forty head of eat.
tle threo or four rods from the stable takes
ten or twelve days longer every six mouths
the cattle are stabled over night, than it
does 1o drop it through the floor, to say noth-
ing of the hard, disagreeable work of wheel.
ing in through the mud or suow or on a line
ol planks to the heap.

A tight stable floor, one or two small
windows cn each of two sides of the cellar,
and a ventilator from tho cellar up through
the roof, will provent any odor from rising
from the manure into the stable, The bene-
fits of pellars or baseinents under stables for
manure, and the objections to keoping cat-
tlo in them, nro like the goods the merchant
sdvertised for sale, v too namoerous te meution,"”

A year ngo last January 1| called upon
one of my neighbors who keepa ahout 25
oows, that were then eating hay in an open
lot. 1 msked him why he fed his cows thore
instead ol in tho stable ; ho said that it was
poor hay, nod they ate it botter there than
in the stable ; that they had all the good hay
they would eat before they were turned out,
Some four or five wecks since 1 was there
aguio and his cows were in tha stable far the
night, 1t is & basement hall under ground,
the aill on oua side being level with the yard,
and o wall up to the barn floor on the other ;
ustal doora and windowa on one side, T'wo
rows of cows were standing leogthwise of the
stable their heads towards nog other with
un wiley botween ; noother row noross one
end, nnd his horsen at the other. Thus they
stood wurrounded by their own manure,
breathing and re-breathing the air over
again.

I reforred to the conversation a year ago,
and neked if he eould Eiu a reason for his
cows ealing that poor hny so freely after oat-
ing all tho good hay they would in the stable?
He replied, “1 cannot, 1 ooly kuow it waa
poor hay, bad been overflowed with water,
and was very dirty.,” 1 gave him this ex-
planation :  Your cows after being fod 1n
this stablo a few hours, breathing this damp
air filled with tho odor of their own manare,
lose all appetite for load, for their lungs sod
mouths are filled with the foul air, even to
lasting, snd they cannot cat, After being
out of doors & while, alenmiuf their lungs
and mouths with pure air, their appetites
rotursod and they were hungry encugh to
eat “very dirty” hay.

Is wilk perfectly hoalthy that is waou-
factured in such stables ?

- e e .
Ouncuany Guage—>Mr, Harvey Bwith of
Montgomery county, has been lnaliui; u
piece of ground of two neres for the last
three years, with eminent succows. On the
first of May he sowed two bushels of
gruss seed and wight quarts of clover poed to
the acre, The land was in the fnest poss-
ible condition, wnd blagk—1 may say jet
black —_.:map.umd ]lrgtly of muck or vegols-
ble matter. The seuson was dry, and it was
feared there would be w failure; but the
gram appoared, grew at onco, aud by the
middle of July was cut, the crop not yet in
blossom, The two wmores eut three tons
of the finest possible (dried) feed. The
clover hud maerely obtained a footing, and
cootributed vothing to the erop, the gross
takiog the lead of the clovor, The growth
that followed was very rapid, aod in & short
time fit to cut again ; but it was desirable
to seo what effect it would have as pasture,
50 the stock was turved in and luxuristed
aod thrived wpon it, To-day, tha last of
(otobar, it atill affords good lved, the elover
duriog the entire senson being kopt back,
yot showing between tho mwall tufis of
grasa.—Cor. Country Gentleman.

Munnay Ravs vue Fansmen's Knvontes,
— W take the following from the Golden
Rule; “Wo nover konew a farmer to take no
ax or o beotle apd go round and break »
whoel hero and knock in s brace there, and
orack this seotion snd olip that oue, among
his farm machines, wogous and implements
~—that in, unloss he was drunk ! Hut somo
of them—pretty good farmers, oo, in most
things—got about the same resulls in
roundabout way, 'They store the mowing-
machine in u leaky shed, where it is used an
& turkey roost ; the lighter lostraments are
kept whero the stable fumes speil the vam-
ish ; and & geweral slip-ahod style koocks off
fifiy por cent, from the value of the farming
uﬁulpmmf. The farmor who ‘keeps thiogs
ehip-shape' is generally the thrivieg man.
‘Down-at-tho-beal-ativeness' will spread the
black-froat of & mor over & farm neasly
a8 quick as rum-drinkiog."

A lady correspondent of the Now Eogland

: Joft & widow ab the heud of » lurge
iu ehargo of a firm, in Fravklin,
aws,, Inquires an to tho expedicney of plow-

ing in rye and other green oroph for the ren-
ovation of's worn out mowing, havieg to
hire the help aud the team for tho work,

In his reply, the editor, Mr, Oheever, pays
amotig other things.

In this ouso wo have ne means of knowin
whether the inquirer han good or poor lnmlg.
whether her children are young of nearly
grown, whether they aro girls or boys, nor
whothar she bas capital to expend upon the
land or not, all of which are imporiant ques.
tions and having a direcl bearitg upon the
caso. If the fhmily is made up partly of
healthy, ambitious boys who are soon to take
hold sud make the farm yiold gevorous re-
taros for their toil ; if the land is oaturally
good, and eapital enongh can be commanded
ta work the furm “conomieally, thon it may
rny to work ovor sach worn out land and

oep it from ;mwinf
until it ean be hand

an immediate retarn for the capital expend

hired teama, we do not believe,
In the vioinity from which you write, hay

place in New Eogland with which we are

familiar, and the farmers find it to their

advantage to use up all their fodder at the
barn instead of plowing 1t under in the field,
In this way thoy expeot to obtain a profit
from its feeding value, and still have noarly

or quite as much value left in the maoure as

if the whole had hesn plowed under in the
field, and to us this seoms much the hetter
way.
stock, and sometimes for the grain sud straw,
finding it a profitable crop when grown upon
fertilo land.

We do not beliove in growing erops on
lngd that is not fertile, 'ls:c labor expenses
are nll out of proportien to the crops grown.
1t costs no more to plow a field for a large
than for & small orop. The difficulty in this
cuge soems to be, tot so mueh to know what
to sow or when to sow it, as whether to yow
atall. We like farming better than any
othor business we over know soyihing about,
and wo like to amist others whenover it is in
our power to do so, either by giving advice,
or by showiug what others have done, but
there are somo casos where it seems almost
impossible to offer advico that will be at all
satisfactory.

W bolieve it will prove troe. as a rule,
that ordioary worn out laods io New Hog-
Innd will not pay for working, it one must
dopeyd wholly upon hired lubor and hired
toama. * * *Having reduesd the cost of laborto
the lowest possible point, we would next sec
if thera is not some way in which fertilizers
ean bo applied in sufficiont quantity to pro.
duce & paying crop, one that would pay for
the plowing, seed, fertilisors, eto,, and thus
change the experiment from one of expenso
to one of profit,

Lf that rye grows well the coming spring,
our advice would bo to utlize it in some
other way than by turning it in, snd then
replace ita walue by purchased Fortil'zers,
It has always seemed to vs like a slow and
an expensive process to bring up the fertility
of a field by turning in sucoessive orops of
groon stuff, as rye, buckwheat, clover, cto.
We like to A1l the soll with vegetalile matter
to increass ity feretility, but prefer to do so
by producing erops so Iarge that the roots
and stubble will do this without adding the tops
also. It would seers far better, aod certainly
more profitable, if, by grewing ten tons of
green matter on an aere, inoluding roota and
tops, lour tous oould be loft in the soil in
the furm of roota and stabble after removiog
#ix tous of tops, than il tha whole orop only
woighed four tous. Weo never liked this
aystem of manuriog land by plowing in the
orops grown. It does not secem oxactly =
business.like way of farming. It is too
round.about, and puts the results too far off
from the means, We waut o turn our eap-
ital often, but doo't like to turn it just for
the sake of turning, without yielding any
inoreaso, A small orop of rye tursed in
will increase the fertility of the soil, but
unless it increasos that fertility more than
tho cost of producing it, we can soo no profit
in the operation,

Bitter Cream,

Rimply covering pure sound ocream in a
olean tin pail, will not of itself cause bitter.
ness nor fermentation in the eream it ecou-
tains ; on the contrary, keepiog it from con.
taot with the o:{sen of the air would have a
tendency to retard chaoges rather thun has-
ten them. Cream in very seldom bitter in
the summer, nor would it often be in winter
jf the milk was kept at uw temperaturo as
high as 652, doy and night. 1t is impossi.
ble to state just what causes bitterness in
each specimen of butter or wess o/ cram
Somotimes it may be caused by weelsor
poor foed eaton by the cows, but much often.
or it is indirectly caused by a low tempera.
turo of the milk doring the risiog of the
oroam. FPerhaps it would be more eorreot
to say that a low temporature is the exciting
or immediste cause, just as n cold may be
the exoiting eause of « fit of sickunoss in the
human patient.

It must be remembored that milk is » com-
pound substanve, and that it is subject to
ooustant obsnges from the momont it leaves
the udder until it ia digested io the stamach
of wau or animals, or uotil it is eotirely de.
composed by tho usual process of decay.
Milk containg not only fit, eurd, sugsr, and
water, but also several essoutinl oils which
way add to or take from its sgreeable Havor,
aceording to the conditions they may be in,
It also often contaive germs of fangl which,
under certain couditions, may injure its fla.
vor. Thuso little vogotable growths are lia-

ble to inoreuse with groat rapidity, when the

conditious are lavorable, and thus to destroy
or entirely ohange the characler of milk

countoract the germ.
50 soon that the milk is [I)mleulul from the
offects of gorm growth. Heating or frecaiog
bitterness can go undor & muoh lower tem.
perature than is required for producing sour
dotail all the different changes to which milk
perhaps, make the subject s littls elearer by

comparing tho two conditions of souroess and

& rallroad track,

perature i
state of acidity, bittarness s esoapod

creaw or butter 10 warm wealher,

up to wood or hrush,
ed to better advantage,
But that there in much prospect of rnt‘ui:ﬁ

in raiging green crops to be plowed in by

and other ﬁmﬁo erops are as dear as iw sny
W0,

We raise rye evory yoar for fooding

growth, and ia tho summer, souring tends to
As milk is often kept
in warin roowms, the souring prooeas bogine

wilk will also prevent growth for the time
baing. That chango in milk which produces

pess.  So, without attempting to explaio in

18 subject while the creaw is rising, we may,

bitternces with & railroad track aod its turn
out. Tumperature is to milk as n switeh to
LF the temperature ia low,
but not low eoough to prevent all action,
which would be at or near the freczing point,
ihe wilk will go off on tho track towards a
coudition of bitterness, just aa suro as there
wrs uny fungold germd in it, but \f the tem.

Eigh anough Lo send it towards »
We
stldom hour sny complalut of bitler milk,
It is
when the days begin 10 be cool in the fall or

to wintor quarters, that the
to come in, “Why don't the butter come 7"
aid “What makes the eream bitter 1" 1t ia

ible there may be milk s0 pure that a
r::ltmpanun would not onuse bitterncas
in forty but wo believe such milk
in very scarce, o only perleetly sure pro.
vontlive we have policed is to heat the milk
to 180° ns sooh as it comes from the sla-
bles, Feopla who do that seldom have any
trouble of thin kiod —New England Farmer,

The Happiness of Labor,

neations begin

Theee happy thoughts on the happiness
of labor are from the Vermont Watchman,

Unintelligent dradgery is simply pain.
Drudgery is ennobled into trus labor by the
influx thereto of intelligent motion and noble
purpose.  In onr eommon farm Iabor there
u much dradgery, The object of the diffu-
slon of knowledge among farmers aod farm
Inborers iu to infuse this drudgery with the
light and heat of jutelligence, and thus
transform paio into pleasare, If to this, hy
the power of the gospel, unmelfish purpose
oan be added, we should say that botweem
idleness and labor “there is all the difference
betwoen enrth nod heaven,”

Tuke the heaviest work upon the farm,
ditohing, or plowiog, as no illustration. The
bodily work of diteh-digging with  spade ix
hard, We know it is hard. As It is per-
formed by un unintelligent laborer it is pure
drudgery, und if he be compelled to it againat
his will, or is ovo rworked at it, is hell upon
earth—tho primal curse without mitigation,
But let it be done by & vigorous, healthy
mun, with his frame toughened by early
drill iu lighter work ; let him start at 1t
wilh a i'un consiousness of wseful purpose,
and a foreensting knowledge of useful results ;
lot him hiave in possession so much of scienoe
as to be able to apply his own work, and
the resources at his command in the way of
tools, traived animals and natural forces, to
the best ndvantage, and wo Anow that the
whole task is full of delight. Men have avan
taken & gangof ignorant hands into » swamp
to drain it, and have, by stimulating their
powers of thought, through'the simple expla.
nation of principles and natural laws, and
their demonstration in rapidly achieved and
perioetly attained results, inspired them with
the pleasure of work. Aund surely, if s
thing of beauty is & joy forover,” ought not
the sight of n worthless waste, transformed
by ovo's own hands into a fruitful field, be o
perpetual source of enjoyinent 7

Prices—Raise Better Steers,

The prices of beef cattle have baen o lit-
tle down of late, owing to the fact that »
great many inferior cattle bave gono for-
ward to market. The prices on these are
low, aud of course an excess of poor beefl
acts upou the rates for good sieers, as dur-
ing hard times, many will buy inferior cuts
from bullocks of low grade, that would not
touch such but for the pressure, The breed-
er or feeder who handles only the best, is
fortified in & great measure, agninst damnge
from depression insprices, boonuse his steers
have Im] profitably, and a slight fall still
leaves him a good price, and this with his
heary weights, foots up well when the seales
aud glato ure brought into requisition. But
in the case of the low priced steer, n foll of
one or one atd s ball' cents per pound,
leaved & meagro balauco, because the infer-
ior bullock hes eaten just ne expensive feed
u# the other, und just &¢ mauny teams and
men are required to haul his feed to him,
and his pound of poer Hesh by cost just as
much to haul to market, us that which sells
at tho higheat figuro, Lo the one oase the
feedor gots n fair price for the corn fod out,
and n tolerable profit beside, aod in the
other he has the unsatisfictory consolation
of knowing that hoe geta 15 to 20 cents for
his coru, and markets it inmde of the hide
of & sicer that he i ashumwed to take to
warket, in place of selling his corn o n
uhit[mu

No man should be satisfied with the more
fact that ho in feeding his grain to steers
and swine, Ho is purtinlly doing his duty
by so doing, but fully doing it only when
this feeding is done to the better oclass of
stock. Whon he goes ioto the market to
buy a plow, wagon or reaper, ho makes
straightway to the man who is reported ns
having the best, and is very exacting that
what bhe buys contains all the latest 1mprove-
ments, Now we have ooly to suggest that
he apply this rale to himpelf, keepiog pace
with the times by improving that whioh he
puttoth his hand to. Thisis a rule which
works both ways, sud pone is more fair thao
this.— Western Farm Jouraal,

-

Antiquity of the Spanish Merino,

The Romavs wore ovothing but woolen
goods. They had vo cotton ; they had & lit-
Wle linen, which was woro as & materinl of
luxury ; they had vo silk, They cultivated
shoep with great care, and some of their
richest posscssions were in sheop,  Dul there
was one breed of sheep which they oultivated
with great care, nud by that system ol seloc-
tion which Darwin speaks of as the source
of the perfected forms of our domestio ani-
mals, 1t was callod Taronting sheep, from
Tarentum, a city of Greek origin, situated
ut the head of the Tareotine gulf, The
fleece of this sheep was of exocoding Hncness ;
it was of & groat delioasy, and the prices
paid for it were enormous. 'I'he sheep wera
clothad in eold weather Lo kosp them warm ;
and the resull was that they were vury lon-
der, and their wool wos very fine, They
were a produet of Greek clvilization trans.
mitted down to the Homans, Uolumalia,
the great Homan agriculturiat, snys that his
unole, residing in Spain, erosséd somo of the
fine Tarcoting sheep with somo rams that
lind beon imported from Africa; and the
conseéquence wis that these svimals had the
whiteness of' fleece ol the falber with the
finouoas of flesce of the mothor, and that ruce
was perpetunted.  Here we ace an improve.
meot of the stock, sn ivoreass of strength
and productiveness given to the fiue wool
sheop of Spain, At that time the sheep of
Spaio were of immense value; for Strabo
ways that sheep from Spain, in the time ol
Tiberins, were earried to Home, and sold
for the prios of a talent (one thousand dol.
lurs) & head, Lo the time of our Baviour, a
thousand dollars was given in lome for o
Spanish sheep.  When the barbarians jnun-
dated ltaly, these fiue-wool sheep wore all
swopt away ; bat they remained in Spaio,
They were cultivated by the Moors in the
mouotaing of Spaio, which were almost io-
scveanible, and were not reached by the
hordes of Hups, and other northern barbari-
an#, which had Iaid waste the grester portion
of the Roman possessions, They ocontinued
to be nourished there by the Moors, who were
vory much advanced in art, and further oo
were foutid there as the Spanish Merino, So
that the Bpanish Merino which we now have,
if not tho ooly, isat all events by far the
most important relie that we have te.day
which has come down to us from Ureek sud
Roman material oivilisation, We have hero
a diroot inheritanoe from the materiasl wealth
of the Ol Werld eivilisstion.—J. L. Hayes,
in Live Stock Journal,

The ey, Mr. Olift (Tim Bunker) writea
to thg Poultry World, that the Narragan.
pett Tarkey is one of the largest and hard-
jest of all tho breeds of turkoys, and is rainod
in the test parfection in Southenstern
Conneotiout and in Rhode laland, s region
famous for its fine poultry. Tarkeys do
remnrkably woll along the menboard, and
almost every farmer remote from the village
bas his Aock, and flocks of from 100 to 200,
the product of about a dozen hens, under the
skillful managemont of a woman or’ boy;
of course thoy do some damage to i,
but this is counterbalanced by their destrice.
tion of fusects. From June to September
they subsist mainly on grasshoppors, oriokets
aud other insscts, ranging for the most part
in the pastured and woodlands, Thoy are
fattoned in October and November, and it
is not uncommon for a lot of early turks to
ronch the average weighs of 14 1bs,, dressed
at Thaokagiving and Cbristmas, The ecom-
mon run of turkeys sent to the New York
market do not average mare than 8 or { lbs,
The Narragansett is & vary large, hoalthy bied,
and has besn bred for size for many genera.
tions, Most of them sold in the Boston sod
Providence markets under the name of Rhode
Ialand turkeys, or extra No. 1, are of this
breed. The farmers aro careful in the
solection of tholr breeding stock, taking
young gobblers that will woigh from 22 to
28 lbs,, nod hens that will weigh from 12 to
16 lbs. Where kept over, gobblers will
somelimes dress 82 to 34 |ba, l;l"ur making
poultry for market, the Narragansetts huvo
uo suparior. The prevailing colors are
white nod black, with a large patch of whita
upon the wiog bow, giving the geoeral im-
prossion of a gray bird, They are not
uniform in the shadiog, but with sufficient
painstaking, could be bred to a feathor,

Agrionltural Questionas,

The Hampden, Mass.,, Harvest club are
discussing the following subjeots at their
winter mestings ;

Farmiog, a sufficient field for & laudable
ambition, Tho value of secience as applied
to practical farming. Grassand forage erops.
Potato oulture, The best roots for farm
stock. The most economical sourees of sup-
ply of plant food, The best food and cloth-
og for furmers' families, The economicdl
feeding ol farm stock. Rotation or the best
succession of farm orops. Axioms in regard
to poultry. Uan pork be made by common
farmers at a profit? Koovomy in the use of
tuel. The growing snd preserving of fruit.
Feeding for beel. Cirowing, curing and sall-
ing tobacco. The advantages of thorough-
bred over grade or native cattle. The im-
provement of eattle shows. The wants, tri.
als and advantages of s farmer's life. Bat.
ter dairying. Milk dairying.

The Westminster farmers club have the
following : 1. How shall we improve the
farm an& inoreaso the purse of the farmer !
4. That the legislature ought to enact a law
for the protection of fish, game, and small
fruit to the laod owners exclusively, 3.
What are the causes and cure of the present
dopreasion of the agricultural interest? 4
The plow, when and how wused. 5. Dest
method of improving our grass crop. G.
Mixed farmiog most remunerative. 7. Co-
operation iu fencing in ivstead of out. 5.
Cotporation in beautifying roads and lanes
in town.

Care of Btook,

The Live Stock Record says: There is
probably more loss sustained by farmors
through carglessness than from almost any
other cnuse, aud hence the importance of
forming careful habits, No matter how
bountiful in quantity or good quality, the
food for stock muy be, if they have not suffi-
clont protection or shelter from the wsevere
winter winds an’ s0ld raios, the loss, if not
of life, will necessarily bo very considerable,
Ll'a man will bat observe the ¢ffects of cold
rains on hogs, cattle and horses, he will ocer-
tainly observe the necessity of shielding them
from it, It is impossible that the normal
processes of digestion and assimilation of
tood can procesd regularly whea the animal
in exposed to all the severities of the weather,
No doubt this is one reason why domestio
breeds so rapidly degencrate when put from
the care of man. It is no uncommou thing
to see farmors’ stock houses wretohedly out of
ropair— the winds whistling throngh thew, and
the ruins driving ioto them, making them
damp, plercing, eold. Then it is very often
the gaso that hogs have no shelter other than
they ean find thomsalves, The qualities of
animals thus exposed must inovitably degen-
erate, 8o that loss is sustained, although it
niay escape the observation of the stupid
farmer, who supposes that man alove needs
protection from the weather. From thisone
eause many o farmer loses hundreds of dol-
lurs svery year.

But domestio animals are subject to the
same discasen as mwan—poeutoonia, typhoid
fever, inflamation of the bowels, oto. These
discases are produced by similar or the same
onuses a8 in man, Much sickness and death
of live stock may bo prevented by judicions
feoding, shelter and h,fiunic oare. What is
#0 often aseribod to bad luck, ought io truth
to bo ascribed to the slothful habits and ig-
noranoo of farmers, Nature commits the
domestie animals to man as o part of his
stock in trade ; bot the laws of aunimal life
and healtu are not suspended, and the far-
mer whose procedure violates theso laws,
must pay for his ignorance or carelessnoss in
wmouey or its equivalent.

R ———od

Luounsy — Lucerus requires light land,
and more especinlly u light sod porous sub.
wil.  We hiave scen it tried here with rea.
sovable suceess. It growsin California with
great luxurisnce and slso in Uwabh. Woe
have seon immeose flalds of it from which
throe or four crops werd taken in a season,
It is & delicate plact o get started and re.
quires eareful attention the first year ; after
that, when it is woll rooted, it remains jo the
noil wany years, If you should sow it in
drills and eultivate it s little to keep down
the woeds, you can get a crop the second
yoar, two or three crops, in fuct, us it grows
very rapidly alter being out,

Lucerne is the same as Ohilisn olover, It
would flourish in Florida, auywhere Soulh
where there is a loose, wot nnd porous sub-
woil for the roots to strike dewn into, It is
wol eultivated cxtensively bore, chiefly be.
cause it requires more earelil labor !bc_; first
your than our farmers are willing to give to
it. Luesrne peads a fing, lree, wel tilled
soil and will not enduro rough usage. It is
most excellent either for hay or for a soiling
orop to out groen and feed out, equal in nu.
tritive qualitics to olover and grostly relished
by eattle, 1t is entirely difforent, a'so, lrom
Huogarinn grass aod is not to be compared
with that. Husgarian i su anousl. Lu-
certie, when onoe well set, will last tea or fil-
toen years or more.—Mass. Ploughman.

- - - -

The British governmont announees ity in.
tention of gotog out of the oosan mail subsidy
business altar l.'he prescut year, und to adopt
the preseot method of the United States, of
sending the mails by vesels whose efisionoy

1 proved, paying sccording te weight.




